


N'E_n route for Gabon, its Savanna, its Foreét, its geology ...




GABON - LIBREVILLE 08-2006

BRGM base camp for geological mission, Libreville
Table saw and water for cutting samples




FIRST DAY
preparations
and
departure south to Franceville
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FIRST STOP — RESTAURANT VERY LOCAL FOOD
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MOUILA QUARRY, NEOPROTEROZOIC, STROMATOLITES

INEeS

..... No mach

All by hand
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‘Hotel’ for one night, along the river

coarse sand full of big red ants....
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900¢ 80 0¢

Préat A./Gabon 2006

We have permission to enter
the forest on foot.

The village was in mourning,

and we had to wait (one day)

until the spirits had subsided
(animist village).
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ON THE WAY TO AN OUTCROP

At the end of the trail with the 4X4,
we set off for 10 km through dense forest
with a hunter and a guide to lead the way.

very hot, very humid and myriads of insects
it's the good life for geologists
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ON THE WAY....

ALL THE DAY

(humidity near 100%)
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Setting up camp on an old elephant track
(no other open areas, dense forest)

2082006
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WITH GRASS IN THEIR EARS
(full of little bees, going crazy...)
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Tillite/Diamictite (Neoproterozoic
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Red dolosiltites on the riverbank e e T
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Departure from Mouna Arrlval at Palace (Lebamba)

MUNICIPAL
4 Birunou
alocel




DOLCE VITA ...
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Washing
Playing
Working
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THE WAY
TO THE
OUTCROP
TO SAMPLE
(tillite, again)
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Sand extraction
from the river
Ogooue

The children do it

with a few dugout canoes.

In the 4X4,
Gabonese geologists
of our team

B4

i 03,09,2006

o i

Préat A./Gabon 2006

CAT T T s B SR
o & e s
" s P

21



Still

very friendly 3

and
happy
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Superb savannah
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River trip, one day round trip
the most important person is the PIROGUIER
Looking for outcrops on the banks
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always a very peaceful setting
with kind people

O#=09 . 2006
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OUTCROPS
AGAIN

DESCRIBING
== STUDYING
- SAMPLING
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In Gabon, the timber industry ...
Wood is exported....
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Cap Carbonates, 635 million years old

Our helpers don’t enter in the cave
(spirits can cast a spell on them)
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Return to Lebamba base camp
Sawing of samples and packaging etc.
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LEBAMBA

CITY

everything you need
is here
(also free parking!)
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Bushfire, very good for geology ...
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Passing over bridges....
always tricky

Crossing logging trucks
IS even trickier
= red dust (laterite)
for > 10 minutes
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Ancient Neoproterozoic
marble quarrying/sawing
(for us = sampling)
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MARKET DAY
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Outcrops all the way up....
humidity 100%,?
warm and hot....




Stop to help this truck.... No suitable 'crick’....
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Sold the same day
in a 'restaurant’.




Back to Libreville Sawing/P

hotographs/Study/Sample
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packaging
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